The Martian's Daughter -A Memoir chronicles events covering the better part of the twentieth century from the perspective of its central figure. It also tells the story of a remarkable woman determined to neither live in her father's shadow, nor accept society's prescribed roles. It portrays her effort to navigate a fractured family relationship, as well as rarefied spaces in academia, government, and big business that were slow to welcome women. It is instructive for those navigating contemporary organizational cultures.
The von Neumann marriage is shortlived-Marina's parents divorce when she is two years old. However, the split is quite amicable, and they take the unusually progressive step of deciding upon joint custody. They agree that Marina will live with her mother until the age of twelve.
Thereafter, she will live with her father until ready for college. Thus, she spends her formative years under the tutelage of her mother, a would-be socialite who alternately sets the local social calendar and teaches young Rosie-the-Riveters to assemble radar sets during the War. 
Evaluation
The author has taken an alreadyremarkable life story and turned it into an appealing and accessible piece of writing.
There are occasional, unsettling changes in tone, as when she recounts her daughter's handling of a college roommate's crisis, but overall the book is even-toned and engaging. At times it also has a "Forrest 
